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Energy Efficiency Grants Announced 
You have probably heard by now that the energy 
efficiency grants that were available for schools that 
are new to the ResourceSmart journey have been 
announced. 
Congratulations to all the successful applicants 
across Victoria, but especially to the following 
schools in the Loddon Mallee region: 
 

Chewton Primary School 

Colbinabbin Primary School 

Drummartin Primary School 

Eaglehawk North Primary School 

Kyneton Secondary School 

Lockwood South Primary School 

Manangatang P-12 College 

Mount Macedon Primary 

Our Lady of Sacred Heart Primary 

Red Cliffs Secondary School 

Romsey Primary School 

St Mary's Primary School Sea Lake 

St Mary's Primary School Cohuna 

Wedderburn P-12 College 

Winters Flat Primary School 

Wycheproof P-12 College 

River City Christian College 

Sacred Heart Primary school - 
Mildura  
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart – 
Merbein 

 
These schools will use the funding to engage a 
qualified professional to conduct an energy audit 
within the school, implement some of the 
recommendations, for learning and teaching 
resources, PD and school excursions.  
 
Many of these schools are currently working 
through the Core module, gathering their baseline 
data and developing their School Environment 
Management Plan (SEMP). They are all wished well 
on their ResourceSmart journey. 
 
 

 

Professional Development for Schools 
In late October and early November this year, there will 

be ResourceSmart Professional Development 

opportunities for teaching and non-teaching staff and 

parents for schools across the Loddon Mallee region.  

 
Three sessions will be held during Term 4. Please note 
the following dates in your diary and pass on to others in 
your school who may be interested.  
 

Monday October 28th in the South of the region 
Friday November 18th in Bendigo 

Thursday November 14th in Swan Hill PS 
 
All sessions will run from 9.30am to 3.30pm. The focus 
of the sessions will be on gathering baseline data, 
developing, and implementing the SEMP, and the Energy 
Module.  

 
An invitation will be sent to all schools during the 
first week of Term 4.  
 

 
 

 
Chewton Primary School receiving their 
Commencement Certificate 
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Certification Renewal 
I mentioned in the last newsletter that schools that 
transitioned from Waste Wise or the Sustainable 
Schools Initiative to ResourceSmart need to apply 
for re-certification in March 2014.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your school is a transition school, you may have 
not entered any data (baseline or billing data) into 
SETS. This is a requirement of the program, so that 
schools can be rewarded for their achievements.  
 
However, don’t be dismayed: you do not need to 
enter data from the first year you started the SSI or 
WW journey and all subsequent years to now. 
What you do need to do however, is choose a year 
that you can easily locate a year’s worth of billing 
data and enter that as the baseline data. Then enter 
this year’s data.  
 
You also need to upload your School Environment 
Management Plan (SEMP) and any other 
documents you have that demonstrate the activities 
you have carried out in your school on 
environmental sustainability.  
 
This may still sound complex, but it is worth doing 
so you receive recognition for the work that you do 
on environmental sustainability.  
 
Please contact the ResourceSmart Coordinator Ellen 
White on 0409013448 or 
resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au for more 
information.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Commencement Certificates 

 
 
I have visited a number of schools during term 3 to 
present them with their Certificate of 
Commencement. It was delightful to see the work 
that these schools that are new to the 
ResourceSmart program are doing already.  
Throughout the newsletter are some photos of the 
new schools in the Loddon Mallee region. 

 
Eaglehawk North Primary School Receiving their certificate 

 

 
Romsey Primary School In their bright Vegie garden 
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RACV Energy Breakthrough 2013 
Has your school entered this year’s RACV Energy 
Breakthrough challenge? This is one of Australia’s 
premier science, technology, and education events, 
held each year in November in Maryborough.  
The RACV Energy Breakthrough is an exciting 
program designed to provide opportunities for 
students, teachers, parents and local industry to 
work together to design and construct a vehicle, a 
machine or innovation in technology that will 
represent an ‘energy breakthrough’. 

Whilst so much of the work happens in classrooms 
and workshops throughout the year, all of this 
preparation comes together in Maryborough, 
Victoria over four busy days! 

There are five separate categories designed to cater 
for different levels of technology application and 
understanding: 
1. Innovations in Technology 
2. Pushcarts 
3. Human Powered Vehicles (HPVs) 
4. Try-athlon 
5. Energy Efficient Vehicles (EEVs) 

 

All entries are to be team entries and must consist 
of current school students. For more information 
visit www.racvenergybreakthrough.net  

Lockwood South Primary School receiving their 
Commencement Certificate 

 
Drummartin Primary School receiving their 
Commencement Certificate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Mary’s in Cohuna in a newly planted garden bed 
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Whole School Waste Reduced by Half! 
Winters Flat Primary School has started their ResourceSmart 
journey with enthusiasm from teachers, students, and 
parents.  
The school has formed the Winter’s Flat Primary School 
Sustainability Group, comprising teachers, parents, and 
students. Their energy is infectious, and with each member 
being passionate about doing something for environmental 
sustainability, they are kicking goals. The following are some 
small steps that have been made and celebrated as a whole 
school.  

1. Whole school waste reduced by half!! In less than 6 
months, the school has been able to increase awareness of 
the amount of rubbish they produce, and have adopted 
some strategies to reduce their waste production. These 
strategies include: 
a. Professional Development with Rachel from the 

Calder Waste Management Group 
b. Students maintaining a daily record of their class 

waste in three categories: recycling, compost and 
rubbish 

c. Some classes have removed their rubbish bins.  
d. Students are encouraged to bring nude food every 

day and those that bring rubbish have to take it home 
with them 

e. The school rubbish bins are now collected fortnightly 
instead of weekly 

2. Planning: The school has a number of initiatives under way 
to plan for their sustainability program. This includes: 
a. Students, teachers and parents ideas collected and 

recorded by students on waste, water, energy and 
biodiversity 

b. Development of the School Environment 
Management Plan (SEMP) over a three year period 

c. Curriculum review for 2014 completed, with 
sustainability embedded into each year level 

d. Core module of ResourceSmart almost complete 
3. Water Module started:  

a. Rob Krober from Coliban Water has run Professional 
Development and student workshops at the school 

b. A water audit that involves the students is also 
underway 

c. Rob is returning to run more workshops with students 
d. Students have developed signs about water use and 

put them up around the school 
4. Energy Grant Application Successful: the school was 

successful in its application for an energy efficiency grant 
from SV/DEECD. They will use this funding to: 
a. Conduct and energy audit at the school 
b. Implement some of the recommendations from the 

audit 
c. Students have already developed signs about 

reducing energy use and have put them up around 
the school 

5. Biodiversity: The school has large school grounds, 
and various gardens between buildings, so the group 
have: 
a. Started to do their biodiversity audit 
b. Started to make connections with the local 

community and the school gardener 
6. Communications:  

a. The school has an awesome website that 
documents their sustainability journey and 
promotes awareness of environmental issues, 
and events.  

b. The local newspaper has included some articles 
about the school’s ResourceSmart journey to 
promote community awareness and to seek 
support from the community for their projects 

 
As you can see, the school is really flying along the 
sustainability path. The student’s motivation is high with 
strong ongoing support from parents and teachers to continue 
the programs that have already started and to plan others. The 
school entered the EnviroWeek competition, and developed a 
water poster for another competition. They have instigated a 
“Care for the Environment” award, which is presented to 
classes or individuals at assembly by the principal each week. 
The award recipients are also included in the school 
newsletter, which is encouraging to the students.  
 
One person who has noticed the difference that the waste 
project in particular is making to the school is Jeff the school 
cleaner. He feels supported in his work and is very happy with 
the efforts the students are making. Jeff often attends 
assembly to talk about the improvements he sees and offers 
ideas to students. The school grounds also look fantastic, and 
with less rubbish strewn around, really looks cared for.  
Well done Winters Flat Primary School!  
 

 
 
Some members of the Winters Flat Primary School 
Sustainability Group receiving their commencement 
certificate.

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kerbside Pride  
Schools in the Local Government areas serviced by the Central Murray Regional Waste Management Group 
(CMRWMG) ie Swan Hill, Gannawarra, Loddon, and Buloke, will receive a letter soon about the Kerbside 
Pride program, which is run by Regional Education Officers Clare Taylor and Jay Smith. The program is 
aligned with the ResourceSmart program, and schools that participate will be able to achieve some of the 
objectives from the waste module. The program is free for participating schools, with Clare and Jay able to 
deliver workshops and activities on reducing, reusing and recycling. For more information, visit 
www.kerbsidepride.vic.gov.au and click on the Central Murray area.  

 
 
Upcoming dates for sustainability events and activities:  
 
October   
Keep Australia Beautiful Awards (Wycheproof) October 12

th
 

World Habitat Day   7
th

 October 

World Animal Day  - 4
th

 October 

National Ride to Work Day   16
th

 October 

National Water Week  -  third week in October 

International Day for the Eradication of Poverty  -  17
th

 October 

United Nations Day  - 24
th

 October 

ResourceSmart PD Southern part of the region 28
th

 October 

November   
ResourceSmart PD Bendigo November 18

th
  

ResourceSmart PD Swan Hill November 14
th

  

National Recycling Week  -  11th to 17
th

 November 
World Fisheries Day  - 21

st
 November 

RACV Energy Breakthrough www.racvenergybreathrough.net  21-24
th

 November 

December   
International Day of People with Disability  -  3

rd
 December 

International Volunteer Day  -  5
th

 December 

                 
 

 

 

 

Do you have a ResourceSmart or sustainability story to tell?  
 

Resourcesmart is about YOUR ResourceSmart school and YOUR ResourceSmart journey.  
 

Share your achievements, setbacks, celebrations and hard work with other schools. 
 

 Send stories, photos with captions, ideas, requests and invitations to Ellen for the next newsletter, or for 
email networking. 

 
resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au  

 
 

http://www.kerbsidepride.vic.gov.au/
http://www.un.org/en/events/habitatday/
http://www.worldanimalday.co.uk/
http://www.bv.com.au/ride-to-work/
http://www.awa.asn.au/nationalwaterweek/
http://social.un.org/index/Poverty/InternationalDayfortheEradicationofPoverty.aspx
http://www.un.org/en/events/unday/
http://recyclingweek.planetark.org/about/
http://www.gdrc.org/doyourbit/21_11-fisheries-day.html
http://www.racvenergybreathrough.net/
http://www.un.org/disabilities/
http://www.volunteeringaustralia.org/html/s02_article/default.asp?nav_top_id=55&nav_cat_id=208
mailto:resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au


 

ResourceSmart Coordinator and Facilitators 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name Area covered Telephone Email address 

Ellen White 

ResourceSmart Regional  
Coordinator 

Loddon Mallee Region 0409013448 resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au  

Paul Dullard 

Education Officer – 
Sustainability (Sandhurst 
Diocese 

Sandhurst Diocese 0354432377 pdullard@ceosand.catholic.edu.au 

Amanda Blakney 

Executive Officer, Mildura 
Regional Waste Management 
Group 

Mildura Rural City 
Council area 

0350188403 Amanda.blakney@mildura.vic.gov.au 

Clare Taylor 

Regional Education Officer 

Gannawarra Shire  
Swan Hill Rural City 
Council 

0407 738 968  
 

education2@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au 

Rachel Mainprize 

Regional Education Officer 

Macedon Ranges 
Mount Alexander     
City of Greater Bendigo 

0354273479 r.mainprize@crwmg.vic.gov.au  

mailto:resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au
mailto:pdullard@ceosand.catholic.edu.au
mailto:Amanda.blakney@mildura.vic.gov.au
mailto:education2@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au
mailto:r.mainprize@crwmg.vic.gov.au

