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ResourceSmart Phase Two 
When the ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program was 
initially funded for 3 years in 2012, the aim was to 
have 400 schools across the State engaged in the 
ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program, reducing their 
energy and water use, waste production, and 
improving biodiversity.  
 

At the end of December 2013, over 250 schools had 
started their ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic journey. 
Collectively, the schools have saved almost $2 
million and approximately 18,600 tonnes of CO2 per 
year. It is anticipated that participating schools will 
save a further $2.6 million in energy costs by 2015.  
 

Almost 200 schools across the State that were new 
to the ResourceSmart program also received the 
$10,000 energy efficiency grant that supports 
schools to audit their energy use and implement 
some recommendations from the audit.  
 

Phase Two of the ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program 
started on January 1st 2014. It will finish in June 
2015. There are no major changes, except that the 
program is now much easier to administer and 
participate in.  
 

The bulk of this newsletter outlines what those 
changes are. Whether you are already participating 
in the program or not, please read through the 
information to understand what changes have been 
made, and how you can continue with or start the 
ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program. 
 

NEW!! On Line System 
Up to December 2013, all schools participating in 
the ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program subscribed to 
the School Energy Tracking System (SETS) annually 
and used that database to enter billing data and 
other information about their ResourceSmart 
activities.  
 

SETS has now been replaced by a new online system 
that is FREE for all participating schools. There is no 
annual subscription fee, and we hope it is much 
easier to use.  
 

The new system (it does not yet have a ‘name’) is 
accessible from the following website: 
www.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au 
You will require a user name and password to enter 
the system. This will probably be the same as the 
log in details you used for your SETS account, but it 
will be sent to you soon.  
 

Information about the ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic 
program is available from the new Sustainability 
Victoria website or via this link: 
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/services-and-
advice/schools 
 

Any information you previously entered into a SETS 
account was transferred from SETS to the new 
system during the school holidays. Please check 
your schools information when you are able to log 
in.  
 

Two training sessions will be held in the Loddon 
Mallee region in February or early March. These 
sessions will probably be held in Mildura and 
Bendigo. All schools participating in the 
ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program are strongly 
encouraged to attend one of the training sessions. 
Details of the sessions will be sent to you as soon as 
they are finalised.  
 

The new system allows multiple log ins (ie more 
than one person can log in at the same time). This 
will allow students, several staff (including 
administration staff), parents and volunteers to 
access the system to update information. The log 
ins are easy to add, delete and update. This also 
allows you to see who has entered information, and 
means that the responsibility for data entry is not 
limited to one person in the school.  
 

Each school can also personalise their page on the 
system by including their school logo. The system is 
designed so that the story of the schools 
ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic journey is documented 
through words, pictures and videos.  
 

For more information please contact the Loddon 
Mallee ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic coordinator Ellen 
White or the facilitator for your school. 

http://www.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/
http://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/services-and-advice/schools
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New Module Checklists 
In response to feedback from schools participating 
in the Resourcesmart AuSSI Vic program, the 
checklists for each module have been reviewed and 
updated to make the program easier to participate 
in, with actions that are achievable for every school. 
The new checklists also allow schools to implement 
plans and actions that are relevant for their school, 
their community and their situation. 
 
The previous checklists required schools to carry 
out a number of actions that were often duplicated 
across modules, were sometimes difficult for a 
school to implement, or were confusing to 
understand. There were also inconsistencies 
between the modules in some sections. 
 
The new checklists have actions divided into three 
categories only: 

 Workplace and Operational 

 Learning and Teaching 

 Whole School Community Engagement 
which reflect the three intertwining sections of the 
program.  
 
The new checklists are a maximum of two pages 
long. Tools are being developed to accompany the 
checklists, and will be available soon. 
 
If there are actions repeated across two or more 
modules, the information entered into the new 
online system can also be entered into the other 
relevant module at the click of a button. This will 
save schools time when entering data. 
 
Checking the status of your school 
When a school enters data, whether it is a bill or a 
comment in one of the modules, or uploads a 
document, you can see the contribution that this 
makes to your progress in the program across all 
modules. We hope this will inspire and encourage 
schools to keep going, knowing that every little bit 
of work they do is actually contributing to their 
success. And progress towards receiving another 
star. 
 
Certification Round 
During Phase one, certification rounds for module 
or star progression only took place a couple of times 
a year. With the new system, this will now be an 
automatic process. When a school completes a 
module, a note is sent to the facilitator, assessor 

and coordinator. The appropriate assessment is 
then completed, and a note is sent to Sustainability 
Victoria. If they are satisfied with the assessment, a 
certificate or star is sent to the school. This will be a 
quicker, simpler and easier process for school to 
monitor their progress.  
 
PROGRESS SURVEY: RESOURCESMART SCHOOLS 
When schools start the ResourceSmart program, 
they are asked to complete a commencement 
survey. Each school is requested to complete a 
progress survey every six months after that. 
Sustainability Victoria uses the information to 
measure the success of the program.  
 
The commencement and progress surveys will 
remain at this stage.  
 
If you have not already completed a progress 
survey, can you please click on this link and 
complete it as soon after as possible.  
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ProgressLodMallee   
 
Certification Renewal 
Certificates for each module last three years. In the 
new system, you can see when you received a 
certificate for each module, and when renewal is 
required.  
 
Schools that have been participating in 
ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic, Waste Wise or the 
Sustainable Schools Initiative between 2003 and 
2013 should check their renewal dates.  
 
Please contact the ResourceSmart Coordinator Ellen 
White on 0409013448 or 
resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au for more 
information.  
 
Energy Efficiency Grants 
Energy efficiency grants will again be available for 
schools that are new to the ResourceSmart AuSSI 
Vic program. Eligibility requires your school to be 
registered with the program, and have a 
Memorandum of Understanding with your regional 
Consortium. 
The $10,000 grants program is not yet open, but 
you have time to start your ResourceSmart journey 
and be ready to apply once the program is 
announced. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ProgressLodMallee
mailto:resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au


 

New People in the Region 

For those of you in the Mildura Rural City Council 
area, there are two new people to facilitate schools 
through the ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program.  

Melanie Bell is the Team Leader with 
the Mildura Regional Waste 
Management Group. Many of you 
will have met Melanie in her 
previous community development 
role with council. 

 

Marissa Shean is the Regional 
Education Officer with the Mildura 
Regional Waste Management group. 
Marissa previously worked in 
research and extension with the DPI 
in Irymple.  

 

Both Marissa and Melanie are very keen to assist 
the schools in their area with their ResourceSmart 
journeys. Please see the table on the next page for 
their contact details.  

 
ResourceSmart Coordinator and Facilitators 

There are several trained facilitators and assessors 
in the Loddon Mallee region who can assist you 
with the ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic program. Please 
see the list below for the details of your closest 
facilitator or call Coordinator Ellen White on 
0409013448. 

Once you register with the program, you will be 
assigned a facilitator. Their details will be on your 
school page on the online system. 

 
School Environment Networks 
In Phase Two of the program, schools will be invited 
to attend network meetings across the region. To 
make it as easy as possible for participants to 
attend, the meetings will  

 be held three times a year (probably 
towards the end of terms 1 to 3) 

 be held in the North, South and Central 
areas  

 be held at a different school each term 
The format will likely include: 

 a tour of the host school (20 mins) 

 a presentation and discussion from a school 
or guest speaker about a particular module, 
idea or topic (30 mins) 

 Information about the program and 
opportunities for grants etc (10 mins) 

 Networking activities and discussion (30 
mins) 

 
Drinks and nibbles will be provided and attendance 
is free for all schools. Schools can nominate to host 
a network meeting, with schools nominating the 
theme for each meeting. 
 
If you would like to host a network meeting in 2014, 
have an idea for a theme or topic to explore, or a 
suggestion for a guest speaker, please contact Ellen 
White on 0409013448 or 
resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Area covered Telephone Email address 

Ellen White 
ResourceSmart Regional  Coordinator and 
Facilitator 

Loddon Mallee Region 0409013448 resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au  

Paul Dullard 
Education Officer – Sustainability (Sandhurst 
Diocese) 

Sandhurst Diocese 0354432377 pdullard@ceosand.catholic.edu.au 

Melanie Bell 
Team Leader 
Mildura Regional Waste Management Group 

Mildura Rural City 
Council area 

0350188403 melanie.bell@mildura.vic.gov.au 

Marissa Shean 
Regional Education Officer MRWMG 

Mildura Rural City 
Council area 

0350188470 marissa.shean@mildura.vic.gov.au 
  
 

Clare Taylor 
Regional Education Officer 
Central Murray Regional Waste Management 
Group 

Gannawarra Shire  
Swan Hill Rural City  
Loddon Shire 
Buloke Shire 

0407 738 968  
 

education2@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au 

Rachel McConville 
Regional Education Officer 
Calder Regional Waste Management Group 

Macedon Ranges 
Mount Alexander     
City of Greater Bendigo 

0354273479 r.mainprize@crwmg.vic.gov.au  

mailto:resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au
mailto:resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au
mailto:pdullard@ceosand.catholic.edu.au
mailto:melanie.bell@mildura.vic.gov.au
mailto:marissa.shean@mildura.vic.gov.au
mailto:education2@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au
mailto:r.mainprize@crwmg.vic.gov.au


 

Energy Kits 
 
The ResourceSmart Loddon Mallee Consortium has 
used some of its funds to put together a range of 
equipment that will assist schools to deliver the 

energy module.  
 
There are two kits that 
can be loaned FREE OF 
CHARGE to all schools in 
the Loddon Mallee 
region. 
 
 

As many of you will be starting the energy module 
soon, they may be useful for you. 
 
Each kit contains: 

 a Lux and fc light meter 

 an infrared thermometer 

 a solar kit with 6 educational ‘toys’ 

 an Energy Watch Monitor 

 A solar powered water pump 

 A wind powered remote control micro car 

 Suggested activities and worksheets 

 Instructions for the use of each piece of 
equipment 

If you would like to borrow an energy kit, please 
contact Ellen on 
resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au  
 
Depending on demand, we may need to limit the 
amount of time each school has the kit.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ResourceSmart AuSSI Vic Consortium members 

There are a number of organisations that are 
supporting schools through their ResourceSmart 
AuSSI Vic journey. They do this by delivering 
educational activities on waste, water, energy and 
biodiversity, and planning. While the Resourcesmart 
program may not be the core objective of each 
consortium member, the programs they deliver are 
often aligned with one or more objective of the 
ResourceSmart program. Current consortium 
members are listed below.  

 Calder Regional Waste Management Group 

 Central Murray Regional Waste 
Management Group 

 Highlands Regional Waste Management 
Group 

 Resource GV 

 Mildura Regional Waste Management Group 

 Coliban Water 

 Lower Murray Water 

 Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water 

 Swan Hill Rural City Council 

 Campaspe Shire Council 

 Catholic Education Office Sandhurst 

 Catholic Education Office Ballarat 

 LaTrobe University Bendigo Campus 

We are also building relationships with a range of 
service providers such as the Catchment 
Management Authorities, Energy Assessors and 
organisations that can provide a range of 
environmental services. 

If you have suggestions of organisations that may be 
able to contribute to the consortium and schools in 
the region, please pass their details to Ellen White 
who will contact them to discuss the ResourceSmart 
program.  

Thank you to all the consortium members who have 
assisted schools during the last 18 months.  

mailto:resourcesmart@cmrwmg.vic.gov.au

